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Dear [insert name],
Three years ago, a group of 30 SUNY Downstate medical students traveled to Lázaro Cárdenas in the state of Baja California, Mexico, to build a house for a local indigenous family living in impoverished and unsanitary conditions. Since that initial trip, students have returned on a bi-annual basis, constructing seven new homes in this small community just outside Tijuana. 

This year, working side by side with One Small House, a local non-profit organization committed to building homes in the Lázaro Cárdenas community for the last 10 years, we will construct a new health clinic for the community of 1,500 families. For the last six years, the local government have worked tirelessly to provide free health services out of a 12’ by 50’ converted trailer plagued by a leaky roof, limited capacity and poorly outfitted exam rooms.  In response to the conditions, community members have made countless requests and officially petitioned for a new facility but to no avail.  
With your help, we hope to build the residents of Lázaro Cárdenas a facility that will adequately support the primary, pediatric and prenatal care they receive on a daily basis, as well as create space for health education classes. At a cost of $41,200, the new clinic will be built on donated land and include four exam rooms, two bathrooms, a community education classroom, pharmacy and sleeping quarters for visiting medical students. At 24’ by 72’, the new building will nearly triple the size of the current clinic. Community members and SUNY Downstate medical school volunteers will complete all work done on the project, with local contractors offering expertise free of charge.

In order to build this facility, we need your help.  With the project set to take place the week of December 26th-31st, this work will only be possible with the generous support and contributions of individuals like you who recognize the urgency of such a goal. With no administrative costs, all money you donate will go directly toward the materials required for the build. $100 donated will purchase $100 worth of goods. In addition, as a way to further connect you with your contribution and the work being done, you will be able to monitor the build via live streaming video over the Internet. You can literally see the impact of your support.

During medical school, we learn from both professors and patients.  They have taught us that great medical care is only effective if patients have access to it.  As a result, we have chosen to combine our education with an outreach that will ensure high quality and accessible care for 1,500 needy families.   Humbly, we are requesting your financial assistance in this outreach. 

In the attached packet, you will find additional information describing the details of the project as well as information about One Small House and the Lázaro Cárdenas community.  If you are able to offer support or want to learn more, please visit our website, www.onesmallhouse.org, or contact us directly. All donations are tax-deductible and greatly appreciated.

Thank you so much for your time and support.

Sincerely, 
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